
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Starring Eva Noblezada    
 
Fil-Am comedian Jo Koy, aka Joseph Glenn 
Herbert, and his latest project is a movie based on 
the stand-up comic’s life experiences and set around 
a family gathering.  Easter Sunday is currently 
filming in Vancouver B.C. with a “who’s who” list 
of notable Fil-Am actors that include:  Lou 
Diamond Phillips (La Bamba, Stand and Deliver), 
Tia Carrere (Wayne’s World), and Broadway’s 
extremely talented Eva Noblezada.  Noblezada is 
on hiatus from the 2019 Tony-winning best musical, 

Hadestown.  The two-time Tony nominee and 
Grammy award winner will portray the friend of  Jo 
Koy’s son, Junior.  Noblezada’s previous film 
experience was in Diane Pargas’ screen debut of 
Yellow Rose (2019), also starring Lea Salonga,  
about a Texas teen’s immigrant story and dreams of 
becoming a country music singer.   

 

“It’s especially meaningful that we’ve 
been able to assemble such an incredible 
group of diverse and talented filmmakers 
and comedians to bring this slice of 
Filipino culture to the world.”  

-Jo Koy on the  
filming of his autobiography, Easter Sunday 

 

Literary Finds 

Friend of IP, Erin Entrada Kelly, returns with her 
new book, Maybe Maybe Marisol Rainey, and 
introduces a new 
character in her 
literary collection 
with hopes of 
becoming a book 
series.  Entrada Kelly 
visited IP several 

years ago when she 
was just announced 
as a Newbery Medal award-winning author for 

Hello, Universe. The distinguished 
honor recognizes authors for their 
contribution to American children’s 
literature. Recent literary releases 
include Melissa de la Cruz’s novel, 
High School Musical: The Musical: 
The Series: Road Trip, and Bren 
Bataclan’s Fe: A Traumatized Son’s 
Graphic Memoir. 
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Figure 1 Eva Noblezada Photo by George Makake 

Figure 2 Erin Entrada Kelly Photo 
from An Unlikely Story 



A Star in the Making:   

Olivia 
Rodrigo 

 

 

Figure 3 Olivia Rodrigo Photo by JC Olivera 

This girl is on fire! 

The hit maker behind Drivers License is conquering the 
pop charts, SNL, and Disney. As of May 14, 2021 
Drivers License is certified triple platinum by the 
Recording Industry Association of America (RIAA) with 
3 million units sold.   According to Billboard, “the out-
of-the-box powerhouse easily laps every potential 
challenge” when describing Rodrigo’s hit single.  The 
18-year old Californian’s album debut, Sour, was 
released on May 21, 2021.  The week prior she made her 
first appearance on Saturday Night Live as a musical 
guest.  You can catch this phenom in Season 2 of High 
School Musical: The Musical: The Series playing the 
character, Nini Salazar, on streaming platform Disney+. 

 

 

 

 

Celebrating AAPI Heritage Month 
by Melanie Burgonio Martin 
 
The month of May is Asian American and 
Pacific Islander (AAPI) Heritage Month.  For my 
three daughters, who are 4th generation in 
Canton, this part of their heritage is 
acknowledged and celebrated.  Being the 
daughter of Filipino immigrants that settled in 
California, this is an integral part of their identity 
as well as my own.  With my background as an 
educator, it provided me the tools needed to 
successfully share this history not only to my 
children but with others as well.   
 
Iskwelahang Pilipino (IP) is a non-profit Filipino 
cultural school that brings families together from 
the Greater Boston area who share a connection 
to the Philippines.  IP was founded 45 years ago 
(1976) by a group of parents and educators.   As 
one of the Filipino American Experience (FAE) 
teachers at IP, we had discussions in class on the 
presence of Filipinos in North America that 
dated back to 1587.  We cheered for Tedy 
Bruschi, Bruno Mars, and Olivia Rodrigo who 
are making an impact in popular culture and of 
Filipino descent.  I also shared my family’s 
immigrant story with IP students.   In 1929, my 
father arrived in the United States as a hopeful 
17-year old during the Great Depression.  He 
worked as a migrant farm laborer, travelling up 
and down California, extending his travels as far 
North in Alaska to work in the salmon canneries.  
His experience mirrored Larry Itliong, a 
seasoned labor organizer, who co-founded the 
United Farm Workers (UFW) union alongside 
Cesar Chavez.  Everyone heard about Chavez, 
yet no one heard about Itliong, which inspired 
me to educate others of his legacy within the 
Filipino community.   
 
The opportunity to share stories and experiences 
is a way to remember those who are long 
forgotten.  I am grateful for having a month to 
commemorate those who have made history, and 
to those who will continue to make history!  
 
Article to be published in Canton Citizen on May 27, 2021. 
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CAST OF  

EASTER SUNDAY 

 

 

Figure 4  Lou Diamond Phillips Photo by Mark Seliger 

 

 

Figure 5  Jo Koy Photo by Robyn Van Swank 

 

 

Figure 6  Tia Carrere Photo by WENN 

 
Figure 7 H.E.R. Photo from Tommy Hilfiger 

“We breathe the same and we bleed the 
same But still, we don't see the same 
Be thankful we are God-fearing 
Because we do not seek revenge 
We seek justice, we are past fear” 

-H.E.R. from “I Can’t Breathe” 

 

STOPPING THE HATE 

May 20, 2021 - President Biden signed into law a bill 
addressing the rising hate crimes against the AAPI 
community.  The COVID-19 Hate Crimes Act will 
“expedite Justice Department reviews of hate crimes 
by putting an official in charge of the effort. Federal 
grants will be available to help local law 
enforcement agencies improve their investigation, 
identification and reporting of bias-driven incidents, 
which often go underreported.” According to 
reporting center, Stop AAPI Hate, 6,603 incident 
reports have been recorded from March 19, 2020 to 
March 31, 2021.  To report an incident go to:   

https://stopaapihate.org/reportincident 
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